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Greetings from Wine Country! 
 
We hope this letter finds you well. We’ve turned the clocks back and wine country is in 
that beautiful and relaxed period as autumn turns to winter. And autumn means a return 
to shipping and the release of our new wines! 
 
First, a few words on the recently completed 2025 vintage: Hectic but great! We had a 
wet and cool spring which gave way to a temperate summer. But then nature turned up 
the thermostat in late August and ripened the grapes quicker than we expected. We 
managed to pick all our grapes before late-September rains caused some growers 
headaches. The harvest will give us several exciting new wines including a Napa 
Cabernet, a Ribolla Gialla (a white variety seen mostly in the Friuli Venezia Giulia region 
of northeast Italy), and a Zinfandel from the Carlisle vineyard in the Russian River Valley 
(a site very close to my heart). The Ribolla should be out next year along with a 2024 
Napa Valley red blend that is still resting in barrel. 
 
But right now we are super excited to offer you the most recent edition of our carbonic-
method One Fine Morning! This year’s version is based on Grenache from the Russian 
River Valley and may be our lightest OFM to date. It shows Grenache’s typical bright red 
fruit flavors with hints of bubblegum and white pepper. The palate is delicate with a touch 
of tannin and zippy acidity. It bridges the gap between red and rosé wine and will pair well 
with everything on your Thanksgiving table. And at under 14% alcohol it might let you 
indulge in an extra glass during the holiday season.  
 
While we are out of the 2023 Chaise Longue Chardonnay, we still have some cases of 
last year’s releases. The 2023 The Fiddler Nero D’Avola is a medium-bodied, vibrant, 
fruit focused red wine. It’s a cousin to our One Fine Morning – but a cousin that goes to 
the gym. Wine Enthusiast rated it 93 points and named it one of the top 100 Best Buy 
Wines of 2025. And the 2021 Blanc de L’Annee Muscadelle is the latest version of our 
long-running light and refreshing white. It too was rated a Best Buy by Wine Enthusiast.  
 
In addition to these new(ish) releases, we have some remaining stock of previous 
vintages. A few cases remain of the 2018 reds, Mossy Block Zinfandel and Maiden 
Effort red blend, and the 2019 Infinite Regress Petite Sirah. They are in the perfect 
drinking window, but no need to thank us for aging them for you. 
 
To get these wines in your hands before the holidays, we are offering free ground 
shipping on orders of six bottles or more. Shipping fewer than six bottles remains a flat 
$20. Order by November 16 to ensure delivery by Thanksgiving. 
 
As ever, thanks for supporting us and CHEERS!  Phillip



 

 

Buying and Shipping 
 
Paying by cash, check, or electronic funds transfer: We happily accept and 
encourage payment by cash, check, Venmo, or Zelle (these eliminate our credit card 
processor’s cut of the transaction). The website does not allow for such an order, so 
please just drop me a call (707-703-9271) or email (phillip@whipsmartwine.com) and we 
will work it out. 
 
Pickups:  If you are local or traveling to the area and would like to pick up your wine, you 
are welcomed to. “Pickup” is an option on the website (but disregard the computer-
generated availability date). We can then arrange a mutually agreeable time and date. 
 
Shipping Rates:  Shipping wine is expensive. Bottles of wine are heavy and the delivery 
needs to be signed for by an adult. We employ a third party fulfillment company that stores 
and packs the wines and negotiates favorable rates with UPS and FedEx. For a limited 
time we are offering free ground shipping on six or more bottles and a flat $20 to ship one 
to five bottles. If you are picking up your wine we will try to throw in a little something extra 
for making our lives easier (and less expensive). 
 
Weather:  Wine does not like to be frozen or heated. We will not ship wines if the weather 
is bad and keep in mind that once summer sets in we can’t ship again until the fall. 
 
Please Read: FedEx and UPS charge for returned shipments. An adult signature is 
required by law, so please be sure that someone will be available at your shipping 
address to sign for the delivery (a business address or FedEx store is highly 
recommended). Also, you will receive a tracking email when your wine ships so please 
keep track of when it is scheduled to arrive. Both FedEx and UPS will make three delivery 
attempts before your shipment is returned to us at which time you will be charged the 
return shipping fee and the cost to reship (if you want it reshipped). So please be sure 
that we have the proper shipping address and that someone will be around to receive it. 
Alternatively, FedEx (who we mostly use) will hold an order at one of their locations upon 
request. If this interests you, the option is available online. 
 
Etc.: If you have any issues ordering, or would simply rather do it over the phone or by 
email, please call (707-703-9271) or email (phillip@whipsmartwine.com). I just beg you, 
no tweets. 


